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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Our Mission

Since 1972, the Oak Park Regional
Housing Center has strived to
achieve meaningful and lasting
racial diversity throughout Oak
Park as well as the neighborhoods
surrounding it.

Through its rental advising service
and growing number of affiliated
programs such as Austin
Ascending and West Cook
Homeownership Center, the
Housing Center has accumulated
more than 45 years of experience
in maintaining racially and
economically diverse communities.

In the past year, the Housing
Center has been consulting with
communities around the nation to assist them with creating
intentional, locally generated strategies toward integrated
neighborhoods. The year 2016 has seen great and genuine interest
from other regional leaders in adopting our model, which promotes
prosperous and equitable communities.

2016




Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Letter from our Leadership

Oak Park holds a well-earned reputation as a
uniquely diverse community. The village is far
more integrated than similar suburbs in Cook
County, and this intermingling of racial
groups continues as we help more clients
move each day. Diversity has proven to be
one of Oak Park’s greatest strengths,
bringing a breadth of viewpoints and
experiences to our daily lives.

The 2016 year was successful one for the
Housing Center in terms of new affirmative
moves to Oak Park, advances in our Austin
Ascending neighborhood revitalization
program, and growth of our West Cook
Homeownership Center, which works to
assists first-time homebuyers.

We've hosted a range of community
discussions and other events that have invigorated attendees to take action in
furthering diverse living. We are also excited to announce that we have been
collaborating with Chicago neighborhoods as well as communities in other parts
of the United States to spread our model of sustainable integration.

However, our work is far from done. On a local scale, history has shown that if
our integration model halts, Oak Park will quickly re-segregate. In a broader
scope, we also have a responsibility to work against hostilities toward the
vulnerable populations who have recently been targeted on a national level. The
diversity we sustain in the Oak Park region cultivates a necessary empathy and
compassion for our neighbors.

In this report, you'll read about our accomplishments this past year as well as our
plans for next year and beyond. To continue our increasingly important work, we
need your help. Please consider a gift to the Housing Henter to demonstrate your
support of our mission.

Sincerely,

Rob Breymaier
Executive Director
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Our Impact in Oak Park

Every day, the Housing Center staff helps new Oak Parkers find
rentals that not only meet their day-to-day living needs but also assist
the Housing Center’s mission of sustaining or improving the
integration of our village. Our 2016 was amazing in terms of meeting
both these goals.

'Without Us . With Us

Less than 50% of the In 2016, 83% of the people
moves made to Oak we assisted made affirmative
Park without our service moves to Oak Park,

are affirmative. This increasing our level of
means that the majority integration.

of non-OPRHC moves
add to the community's
level of segregation.
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

“I wouldn’t be here if it
weren't for the Housing
Center. That's a fact. They
are still relevant and
important...If the Housing
Center weren't here, we'd
be digressing rather than
progressing.”

- Jerremy Howell, Oak Parker,
current board member

“...for our kids to be
immersed in that
[embracing of differences]
and be a part of that
diversity is very important.”

- Katie Howell, Oak Parker
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Local Leadership

Throughout 2016, the Housing Center led a number of energized community
conversations around issues of diversity, integration, and equity in Oak Park and
across the Greater West Side.

Forecasting

The community gathered for a panel talk on sustaining

the Future integration and leveraging it for greater prosperity and
of Oak equity. Journalist Charlie Meyerson moderated the
Park's panel that included our executive director, Rob
Integration Breymaier; Maria Saldana of the Oak Park Residence
Corporation; and Linda Francis of the Success of Al
Youth Initiative. The floor was also opened for input from
residents.
Moving We held a series of discussion groups that guided
from community members toward taking action on issues of
Protest to local and national concern. Residents identified their
Action greatest concerns and the Housing Center created
working groups for them to join. In 2017, the Housing
Center will continue to convene and support these groups
for sustained impact.
Connecting  The Housing Center is playing an important role in
Oak Park bringing together residents of Oak Park and Austin to
and Austin “Erase the Border” between our communities. Working

with residents and leaders, we are helping to build
networks that cross geographic, racial, and class lines.

The Housing Center was grateful to work with partners on these conversations
including the Oak Park Public Library, the Success of All Youth Initiative, the
Community of Congregations, the Suburban Unity Alliance, and the Community
Relations Commission.
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center [
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Austin Ascending is an initiative of the Housing Center that seeks to
promote Austin as a desirable, valuable community through
reinvestment. Owners of 2- to 4-unit buildings can apply for grants
that are put toward rehabilitations, given that they rent out their units
in @ manner that promotes diversity and integration. This dynamic
uplifts longtime residents who have been excluded from other
opportunities, while enhancing the region’s racial integration.

Participants of Austin Ascending have reported repeatedly that “it
brings Austin to the attention of people who might not think of living
there.” Austin Ascending also facilitates community events, conducts
neighborhood surveys, and holds sustainability programming open to
the public. In the past year, we worked with 29 owners and invested
$82,000 into the community.
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

West Cook
Homeownership Center

The West Cook Homeownership Center is a HUD-Certified housing
counseling agency that operates under the Housing Center. It
provides pre-purchase and first-time homebuyer workshops, as well
as down payment assistance and credit counseling.

In 2016, we held our 1st Annual Housing Fair, which hosted more
than 100 participants, including 10 lender partners and 4 industry
partners. In WCHC’s homebuying program, more than 400
prospective owners were counseled on budgeting, credit, navigating
the homebuying process, and closing.

In addition, WCHC also sold 24 fully rehabbed homes in the past
year. Our new homeowners have contributed to stabilizing
communities and building wealth through homeownership.

Finally, WCHC'’s financial literacy programs served 8 schools in

2016. Students in K-8 learned about basic banking, saving, and
distinguishing between needs and wants.
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center [ENED

“Long before there was a call for sanctuary, the Oak Park
Regional Housing Center was doing the hard, steady work

of promoting integration and
diversity in Oak Park. My family
and many of our friends have
benefited from their services. The
Housing Center was the first to
welcome us and teach us about
the history of white flight and
integration in Oak Park.

Institutions like the Housing Center
make sanctuary possible because
they have done the critical
groundwork of putting our values
into action.”

- M.G. Bertulfo, Oak Parker
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center [N

Regional Leadership

The Housing Center has also worked with others across the Chicago region to
promote policies and research around the Affirmative Furthering of Fair Housing
in a variety of settings, including the following.

Conducting research with the Metropolitan Planning Council to
determine the economic cost of segregation.

Publishing a report on strategies to promote affordable housing in
high-opportunity communities.

Serving on the board of the Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance
and providing technical assistance on racial integration techniques
to housing counseling agencies.

Serving on the Illinois Housing Counseling Coalition’s Steering
Committee and the Housing Working Group of the Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for Planning.

Strategizing with HUD’s Region V leadership to consider strategies
that would help support and promote racially integrated communities.
HUD’s leadership has long admired the “Oak Park model” and
met with the Housing Center to determine how this could be
replicated in other communities across the Great Lakes Region.
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

National Leadership

In 2016, the Housing
Center presented our
model of creating and
sustaining integrated
communities in cities
around the Midwest
and East Coast,
including Baltimore,
Cleveland, and
Detroit.

The most exciting
development came in
Columbia, MD, a
community of more
than 100,000 located halfway between Baltimore and Washington,
DC. After a series of consultations between the Housing Center and
community leaders, a local project was undertaken to create a model
similar to that of the Housing Center.

Columbia is a planned community that was established as a racially
integrated community in the 1960s. While remaining diverse, it is
beginning to see segregation take hold. Community leaders
recognized that this was an undesirable change and contacted the
Housing Center to find a solution.
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2016 Board

President:
Phyllis Walden

Vice President:
Kelli Harsch

Secretary:
Garrett Buchanan

Treasurer:
Christina Dyson

Adam Engle
Jerremy Howell

Maria Krysan, Ph.D.

Kelly LeRoux

Rev. Kathy Nolte
Meena Rao, Ph.D.
Tracey Wik

J. Michael Williams
Cheryl Wisniewski

Volunteers
Jay Champelli
Judy Compton
Nina Diehl
Stephanie Krivus

Staff

Executive Director:
Rob Breymaier

Program Director:
Michele Rodriguez Taylor

Catalina Aguirre
Devonta Boston
Patricia Cardinal

Julie Chyna

Sharon Eckhoff
Yvonne Edwards

Jerry Ehernberger
Stuart Barnes Jamieson
Kate Lindberg-Vasquez
Charlie Moran

Erica Page Muhammed
Art Murnan

Felicia O’Neal

Mirna Rodriguez

Matt Souden

Michael Stewart

Marz Timms

Olivia Tse

Louise Varnes

Athena Williams
Gretchen Worley
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Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Financials

Revenues

$93,962 $21,612

$77,903

= Government = Corporate and Foundation
= Donations and Contributions = Special Events

Program and Other

Expenses

$23,461 $3,916

~F
$42,609 ‘

= Salaries and Contracts = Occupancy
= Advertising = Programs and Operations

Fundraising Other

Government $682,345
Corporate and $272,048
Foundation

Donations and $77,903
Contributions

Special Events $93,962
Program and $21,612
Other

Total Revenues

$1,147,870

Salaries and $850,049
Contracts

Occupancy $94,186
Advertising $42,609
Programs and $96,568
Operations

Fundraising $23,461
Other $3,916

Total Expenses $1,110,789
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Government Supporters
Cook County

[llinois Housing Development Authority

Village of Oak Park

Organizations

ABC Bank

Active Real Estate Inc.

Allstate

Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen, P.C.
Associated Bank

Avenue Management

Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Buzz Cafe

Charles Schwab Foundation

Chase Bank

Dowling Apartments, Inc.

Esco Properties

Forest Agency

Forest Park National Bank & Trust
Gerri McLauchlan

GLA Property Management

Good Heart, Work Smart Foundation
Greenspire Realty

Grimes Real Estate Services
HOPE Fair Housing Center
Housing Action lllinois

Intermodal Container Logistics
James J. & Lynn McClure

Joseph C. & Judith A. Scully

JP Morgan Chase

Kass Management Services

M and M Enterprises

M&M Property Management

Mary McClure Miller Foundation Trust
Multicultural Wellness Network, Inc.

Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Nayar Family Foundation

Oak Park Apartments

Oak Park Cycle Club

Oak Park Residence Corporation
OPRF Community Bank

OPRF Community Foundation
Pilgrim Congregational Church
Pioneer Properties

Potbelly Sandwich Works

Right at Home

Riverside Property Management
RK Management

Rush Oak Park Hospital

Shirley & John Klem Charitable Fund

State Farm Insurance

Tack, Carl & Joan/Custodians
The Tennis and Fitness Center
Thrivent Financial

Unity Temple Unitarian Universalist

Congregation
US Bank
West Cook YMCA
West Suburban Management
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Individual Supporters

Paul Abella

Dinuk Abeysekera
Abigail Accettura
Cathy Adduci

Patrick J. Agnew
Leo Alaniz

Carole L and Arthur Albores
Jason Alfonsi
Anthony Ambrose
Giuseppe Ambrosino
Jacqueline Arica
Samuel Bader
Isabelle Badillo
Leslie Banghart
Patricia Banish
Dominique Banks
Jane Barabe

Peter Barber

Leah Barnes

Jodi Barry

Wayne Beals

Jane Beckett

Rachel Benoit
Maureen Bernardi
Gail Bien

Marc Blesoff

Virgil Blevins
Marguerite Bloch
Ranga Bodla

Linda Bolte

Anna Bonick
Philomena and F. David Boulanger
Simone Boutet
Patricia B. and Charles S. Brauner

Oak Park Regional Housing C

Glenn Brewer

Mary L. and Terry L. Breymaier
Rob Breymaier

Tony Briskovic

Deborah Brown

Lisa Brown

Benjamin Brownson

Stephen C. and Elizabeth O. Bruner
Giulia Brunetti

Garrett Buchanan

Josh Buffington

Laurel Bunkers

Marilyn Cantisano

Kristin Vogen

Mark Carroll

Michele Carter

Laurie Casey

Virginia Cassin

Joyce Champelli

Brian Chang

Lawrence B. and Sylvia Christmas
Julie and Brent Chyna

Susan Cicelsky

Nancy Clark

Jasmin Cleofe

Judy and Bob Compton

Harold Conrad Jr.

Dan Cooper

Douglas Cotanche

Carrie Cotter

Ann Courter and Norman Hirsch
Allison Cowett

Bruce Cox

Michael Cramer

enter
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Individual Supporters

Laura Crawford

William Crozier

Henry Cushing

Rupa Datta

Doris Davenport
Melinda Degucz

Judith Delanerolle

Jane Dembner

Valerie DePriest

Nina Diehl

Meloney Dillingham-Hudson
Jane Ditelberg

William Doherty

Mary Donnelly

Deborah M. Donovan and James Kane
MP Donovan and MK Ludgin
Kathryn Dozier
Christina Dyson
Rosalind Dyson

Sharon Eckhoff

Kathy Egan

Janice Elkins

Melissa Elsmo

Brian Endless

Kristina Entner

Michael Ericksen
Elizabeth Espinoza
Barbara Fanta
Penelope Ferrigo

Mark Finger

Frank and Kathy FioRito
Jessica Flannery

Cheryl Flinn

Kenneth Floody

Allan Flynn

Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Beatrice Flynn

Ellen Mason and Jeffery D. Foster
Frida Freudman

Mark Fritts

Patricia Fron

Anna Gacke

Thomas Gallagher

Samantha Gamble

Ana Doyle

John Gearen

Gail Gehrig and Jacob Spitz
Gary Gerson

Jeff Gibellina

Jeffrey Gibellina

Kenneth Glucksberg

Paula and Edmund Goedert
Jerome Goldberg

Ray and Jackie Good

Amy L. Goodman and Gordon K. Hellwig
Zoe and James Greco

Barry and Marjorie Greenwald
Geof Greer

Karin Grimes

Genevieve Grove

Victor J. and Nancy J. Guarino
Robert Hann

Barbara Hansen

Don Harmon

Kelli Harsch and Aaron Smith
Rebecca Hastings

Kate Hawley

Kevin Hayden

John Hedges

Ivan Henderson

Cara Hendrickson
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Individual Supporters

Anthony and Mary Herner

David Hilbert

Jennifer Hill

Matthew Hill

Nancy Hines

Roy Hlavacek

Carolyn Hobaugh

Sarah Hoffman

Deborah Holdstein

Nancy A. and Thomas M. Holmes
Case Hoogendoorn

Julia Huff

Keith Huizinga

Kathryn Humphreys

Katy Jacob

Theodore Jacobs

Robin and Akiva Jamesse

Stuart Jamieson

Bharathi Jayaram

Alaina Johnson

Joseph McDonald

Carolyn Kalina and James Whalen
Maggie Kast

Kimberly Katz

Sue Kehias

Kevin and Margaret Kell

James B. Kelly and Bruce Broerman
Michelle Kelly

Elizabeth J. and Christopher Keys
Heidi Kieselstein

Alan Kimrey

Erin Kircher

Lisa Kitzman

Christine Klepper

Kenneth Koch

Oak Park Regional Housing Center

Patricia Connery and Paul Koko
Maria Krysan

Rick and Ellen Kuner
Damon La Porte

Jerry Lambrinatos

Mattie Langenberg
Rebecca and Paul Langley
Daniel and Diana Lauber
Michael Lavery

A. Gene Lawrence

Fredric Leary

John Leavy

Nancy Leavy

Patricia Leavy

Ralph Lee

Kelly LeRoux

Sarah Lewensohn
Kathleen Lewis

Thomas Liao

Roslyn and Michael Lieb
Esteban Linarez

Susan Ann Lindberg
Sarah Lira

Lynn Longwell

Colette Lueck

Viren Mahajan

Suzanne R. and William T. Marshall
Vanessa Martin

Michelle Mascaro

Ann Masur

Doug Mathews

Richard and Mary Ellen Matthies
Deborah Maue

Kelley Mavros

Susan Maynard
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Individual Supporters

Michelle Mbekeani-Wiley

Deborah McCann

Jane McClelland

Caroline McGillen

Carrie McGillen

Peggy McGrath

Adam McGriffin

Margot McMahon

Jennifer McMillan

Sandy McNabb and Elizabeth Godwin
Jonnathan Medina

Lois Merrill

William Merrill

Jane Messah

Charles and Pamela McLean Meyerson
Pam Meyerson

Louise Mezzatesta

Josh Milberg

Britt Miller

Christopher Miller

Mary Molliconi

Franklin & Jane Moore

Franklin Moore

Charles Moran

Clarlyn and R. David Morris
Darnella Mosley

Ellen Mrazek and Daniel J. Slattery
Laurence Msall

Frank Muriello

Dennis & Kathleen Murphy

Donna Myers and Aaron Lebovitz
Narayan Nayar

Jan Nelson

Thomas E. and Patricia Nelson
Kathryn Sheehan and Alan D. Nesburg

Oak Park Regional Housing Center

John Neumann

Eva Nickolich

Cam Niederman
Rebecca Noble

James Norman

Nancy Norton

Kenneth Novak

John and Rosemarie Nowicki
Patricia O'Brien

Kim O'Donnell

Christy O'Halloran-Clarke
Julie O'Keefe

Patrick O'Brien

Arnold and Barbara Pagniucci
Rahul Parashar

Betty Peaslee

Frank Pellegrini

Bill and Jean Peterman
James Pfluecke

Ellen Pimentel

Frank Pond

Sheila Pont

Brent Pope

Teresa Powell
Deborah Preiser
Thomas Purrenhage
Lisa Rader

Lorayne Rader

James Ratner

Roberta Raymond
Donald Register
Michele Revsine

Kyle Rhoades

Cynthia Riccolo

Anne Rigby
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Individual Supporters

Alexis Robertson

Harriette G. and McLouis Robinet
Elliott Rodgers

Donna Rolf

Barbara Rose

Scott Rottenberg

Deborah Ruff

Joseph Ruggirello

Paul Sakol

Doug Schenkelberg and Rachel Unruh
Catherine Schneider

Ralph and Donna Schuler

Gary Schwab

David Schweig

Diane Scott

Nancy Scullion

Kristen Seeger

Daniel Seltzer

Paul M. and Lynda L. Shadrake
Kandy Shapiro

Leah Shapiro

Sandra and Jim Shimon

Gino Sigismondi

Inga Simitz

Renee and Michael Slade
Kathryn Slivovsky

Whitney S. Smith and James G. Hurt
Timothy Smyth

Caryn Snodgrass

Sandra and David Sokol

Carolina Song and Alexander A. Harris
Anuradha Spain

Sara Spivy

Arthur and Sharon Watts Spooner
Janelle Stevenson
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George Stewart

Dawn Stockmo

Marcie Stoshak-Chavez
Frances Sullivan

Laura Swartzbaugh
James Taglia

Sarah Tensa

Thomas Tepper

Brian Thiessen Love and Lois Thiessen Love,

Ph.D.
W Thomasson
Wade Thomson
Bob Tucker
Bruce Unruh
Rachel Unruh
Jean Van Rensselar
Catherine Van Winkle
Wayne Vanek
Marian Vergara
Suzanne Vestuto
Tony Vyskocil
Nancy and Richard Waichler
Phyllis and William Walden
Sally Wallace
Michael Walters
Wilbert Watkins and Jeff Cobb
Florence Weese
Ellen L. Wehrle and Richard Pokorny
David Weindling
Mark Weiner
Jeff Weissglass
Deborah Wess
Sarah White
Evelen Wilk
J. Michael and Carolyn C. Williams
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Individual Supporters

Kenneth Williams
Nathalie Wittmann
Amanda Wohlberg
Deborah Wolkstein
Molly Wulkowicz
Robert Wyatt

Doug and Barbara Wyman
Cathy Yen

Victor Yipp

Mina Zardkoohi
Robert Zimmer
Michele Zurakowski
Anonymous
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